[The legal limits and ambiguities of the role of the family caregivers].
While living in a period easily characterized by the self-actualization of the patient as the support of a non-professional valuation, it seems useful to evaluate the situation concerning the limits of the involvement of the non-professional caregivers who take care of dependent or disabled persons. They become involved in the course of care in order to protect their relative the best way they can. This involvement has an influence on the evolution of the care, particularly from a psychic point of view, as well as in the way any medical act will be conducted. This work analyses the French legal context, reflecting the practical experience of the gerontopsychiatric teams. A legal point is established on the outlines of the voluntary help provided by the relatives and/or close friends. The approach, aiming at recognizing the family caregivers as such and bearing in mind that they can almost become the persons' guardians if need be, cannot but provoke several ethical issues as well as difficulties concerning the way of taking care of the patient. The difficulties the caregivers may have are in a way related to the lack of clear legal definitions of the medical act, as well as to the lack of definitions of the tasks one may expect from the family caregiver. This lack also shows the difficulties the law-maker is confronted with when defining what concerns the natural family care and what concerns the collective solidarity. The evolution of the role of caregivers in our society, which must face the pandemic of chronic diseases, thus means an evolution in the substantive law in the field of family care.